Capstone Project: Cornerstone to Development | UNH Today

UNH TODAY



Capstone Project: Cornerstone to
Development
Carsey School student determined to help
alleviate New Hampshire’s housing shortage
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Having worked in community development for over a decade,
James Vayo was looking to take a step forward in his career. “I
had strengths in planning and technical knowledge of
development but lacked the academic best practices and research
knowledge used by community development practitioners,” says
Vayo. In order to build those skills and knowledge, he enrolled in
the Carsey School of Public Policy’s Master in Community
Development (MCD) program.
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Vayo was particularly drawn to the MCD program for its capstone
project model where students put theory into practice through a
major, yearlong applied project. “My long-term goal is to have a
meaningful impact on housing conditions in southern New
Hampshire,” says Vayo. “The capstone project allows me to apply
my knowledge to a problem I am passionate about and use new
concepts and skills from the classroom to develop real-world
solutions.”
Vayo is undertaking his project while connecting with experts in
the field and getting training in project design, implementation,
management and evaluation. “The MCD program is providing me
with new and useful tools that I can apply to both my work at
Southern NH Planning Commission and to my project efforts to
bring about new housing options for the residents of our state,”
Vayo says. “I am learning what it takes to craft a fully considered
development plan for housing… I understand now that the
process of community development requires understanding the
community’s needs and desires and garnering the support needed
for success.”
Vayo encourages future MCD students to enter the program with
a project in mind: “Think of something you are passionate about. If
you understand the subject matter, know were you want to go and
care about the outcomes you will be positioned to take full
advantage of everything the MCD program has to offer and will
receive the guidance needed to achieve your goals.”

Learn more about the Carsey School
of Public Policy's Master in
Community Development.
WRITTEN Jordan Hensley | Carsey School of Public Policy |
BY:

jordan.hensley@unh.edu

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/11/capstone-project-cornerstone-development[8/26/2022 1:04:42 PM]

Capstone Project: Cornerstone to Development | UNH Today

WRITTEN Bianca Nicolosi | Communication and Marketing
BY:

Director, Graduate School | bianca.nicolosi@unh.edu

COMPILEDSarah Dorner | Carsey School of Public Policy |
BY:

sarah.dorner@unh.edu | 603-862-0214

CARSEY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

RELATED ARTICLES

January 4, 2022 | CARSEY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

MPA vs. MPP: How Are They Different?
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/11/capstone-project-cornerstone-development[8/26/2022 1:04:42 PM]

Capstone Project: Cornerstone to Development | UNH Today

December 13, 2021 | CARSEY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

Top 5 Reasons to Pursue an Accelerated
Master’s Degree at UNH

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/11/capstone-project-cornerstone-development[8/26/2022 1:04:42 PM]

Capstone Project: Cornerstone to Development | UNH Today

December 8, 2021 | CARSEY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

How Do Carsey’s Graduate Programs Prepare
Students for Nonprofit Management and the
Nonprofit Sector?


UNH Today is produced for the UNH community
and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH
Communications and Public Affairs.











UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-7352964 (Relay NH)

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/11/capstone-project-cornerstone-development[8/26/2022 1:04:42 PM]

Capstone Project: Cornerstone to Development | UNH Today

USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use •
ADA Acknowledgement

Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

CONTACT

US 

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/11/capstone-project-cornerstone-development[8/26/2022 1:04:42 PM]

